Well after 7 months of planning, gearing up and dreaming, May finally arrived and | was off to

fish Rongelap Atoll in the Marshall Islands. | fished near by Bikini Atoll twice back in 01 and 02

and was hoping this trip would be similar to my trips there. A fter reading Bikini Atoll was now
closed, | found the visit Rongelap web site http://www.visitrongelap.com/ This looked like the
place! | sentoutane -mail to a bunch of my fishing friends some tim e back and got a few
interested replies, but when it came time to commit, only my buddy Chad was in. | timed the

trip around the May full moon to get the tide changes and hoped the trade winds were calming

down by then. The flight to Majuro, the capital of the Marshall Islands is a rough one from
Guam. It's called the island hopper. It goes from Guam to Chuk to Pohnpei to Kosrae to

Kwajalein then finally to Majuro. 11 hours later. All great places to visit in their own right and

it was hard not to want to s top and explore each island. The Continental flight gets to Majuro

on Monday, but the Air Marshall Islands flight does not leave for Rongelap until Wednesday so

it's two nights in Majuro at the RRE hotel. We fished with Ben Reimers on the XXXX last two

tri ps to Majuro, but Chad didn't arrive til Tuesday from Whidby Island so that wasn't an option

this time. RRE has some great bungalows to stay in and probably the best restaurant on the

island. Chad got in on Tuesday as advertised and we immediately started going through gear
and seeing where we could cut down on some weight. The AMI flight only allows 30 pounds

per person and we had a lot of gear. We got all our rods in his rod case and left my 7 pound

case in the hotel for the trip. Wednesday morning came a nd we were off, a mere 12 pounds
over weight. Chad agreed to pay the overage on our way there and | would pay it on the way

back. What a sucker deal. He had no idea how much weight in lures and jigs we were about to

lose to the fish Gods!



http://www.visitrongelap.com/







The flight from Majuro had one stop in Kwajalein Atoll before heading to Rongelap. It is a huge

atoll and I'm thinking | could be tempted to find a job there after | retire! Some beautiful

views on the way through the Marsha Il Islands. US Coast Guard C  -130 is a welcome sight to
see while fishing such remote destinations!









We arrived with great anticipation
our new best friend who was the resort manager. The "Resort" consisted of 4 brand new

Bungalows completed late last year that were everything you think a b

and coul dnot

ungalow should be, with

the added luxury of air conditioning. WOW, what a view at our door step. | asked how many
visitors there were before us and was told, "You two are the first". So let me get this straight,

no one has fished the atoll in how many year s now? Now we are really ready to go! Lunch
shows up first and we meet Mimi, our gourmet chef and house keeper. Lunch is a whole

cooked Grouper like something you see in a magazine. It tasted as good as it looked!
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OK, eat fast, unpack, | got my casting rod and reel put together, stuff all over the room, but

we can't wait anymore and Chad sneaks out first for a cast. | think he got two casts in before

me to the coral head right off the beach, but the adrenaline from him getting out first makes

me cast my new Shimano Caranx Kaibutsu pencil instrument a mile out to the second coral
patch. Pop, Pop, BANG! First cast, fish on and it's a good one! Little worried about the coral,

but the new rod and Stella make short work of a nice Bluefin Trevally. Not to be out done,

Chad hooks a Grouper as I'm reeling mine in. What a way to sta rt our trip. Fish right at our



door step!




Before we can get our fish released, Bert lets us know the boat is ready. We scramble to get

what we need for the boat. Half an hour later were at the boat. We meet Don, our captain and

a fe w of the boys along for the ride. Originally | thought we were going to be on a 26' boat,

but that boat was in Majuro getting some up grades so we got the 18' "Ugly Mermaid" Little

smaller than expected, but after a few upgrades herself like rod holders, w e were able to get
around to some places where the fish were. The wind was higher than | had hoped and it

made fishing the windward reefs tough and wet in such a small boat. First day we battled

through it and got 4 Mahi, 4 Rainbow Runner, 2 Dogtooth, 1 Wa hoo, 1 Skipjack and 1
Yellowfin in two hours of trolling.









